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the methods   akin to   slavery which have  been
disclosed in this chapter.
Once again a brand new set of legislation was sent
out from Lisbon ; its despatch to the Colonies has
been trumpeted abroad through a kind of Press
Agency apparently set up for the purpose. It once
again presents that curious feature of Portuguese
colonial legislation, namely, the habit of embroider-
ing colonial enactments with exaggerated expressions
of lofty sentiment. The Colonial Office in Lisbon,
in issuing this new batch of regulations designed to
improve native labour conditions, has attached to
these purely legal provisions the following :
" As a nation, Portugal wishes to call the attention of
the world to the following statements regarding her
national policy.
(1)  Portugal was the first nation to spread abroad in
the world the high ideals which are the foundation of
civilisation.
(2)  Portugal has spent large sums of money in sup-
port of religious missions to raise the native races in
accordance with the highest traditions of civilisation."
In yet another series, issued a few months later,
(December 1928), comprising five chapters with 135
new regulations, we get the following :
" The diploma dealing with Native Labour in the
Portuguese Colonies in Africa, which is published
to-day, is in harmony with the general principles of
humanity which were proclaimed in the International
Conferences, from that of Vienna in 1815, to those held
at the League of Nations to-day/'